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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

2. Figures 5a and 5b should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art~ 
because only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected 
drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Page 1, 3 rd 
paragraph, "SUMMAR" is misspelled. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by GREENHUT 
(US 1,058,049). 

6. GREENHUT discloses a hand tool comprising a holder portion (handle 1) from 
which a plurality of tools (a,b,c,d,e) can be selectively swung out for use (fig. 3), said 
holder portion (1) comprising two holder plates (side plates 2,2) disposed opposite to 
each other with a distance provided there between (fig.4), and three connecting axles 
(6,12,30) connecting the two holder plates (2,2), wherein said two holder plates (2,2) 
each include three protruding plate portions (lower left extension '2\ upper left 16, and 
right extension 30 in figs. 1-3) from a plate center portion (center of handle 1 in fig.1) in 
three directions, wherein said three connecting axles (6,12,30) are individually fixed to 
said three protruding plate portions (2,16,30) and where said plurality of tools 
((a,c,5),(b), (can opener)) are supported by said three connecting axles (6,12,30) 
individually in a freely swinging manner and are accommodated within said distance 

(fig.4). 



7. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by LIN (US 
5,970,553). 
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8. LIN discloses a hand tool comprising a holder portion (10) from which a plurality 
of tools (20,46-50) can be selectively swung out for use (figs.3A-5), said holder portion 
(10) comprising two holder plates (12,12) disposed opposite to each other with a 
distance provided there between (fig. 1 ), and three connecting axles (42,52,215) 
connecting the two holder plates (12,12), wherein said two holder plates (12,12) each 
include three protruding plate portions (semi-circles about 16,17 and right extension 
about 121) from a plate center portion (52) in three directions, wherein said three 
connecting axles (42,52,215) are individually fixed to said three protruding plate portions 
(about 16,17,121) and where said plurality of tools ((46-49), (50), (20)) are supported by 
said three connecting axles (42,52,215) individually in a freely swinging manner and are 
accommodated within said distance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over LIN (US 
5,970,553) in view of MOSCH (US 2,412,056). 

11. LIN discloses the claimed invention except an illuminating device for illuminating 
the tip of the tool and being adapted to be pulled from and pushed back into said holder 
portion. MOSCH teaches a flashlight (4) removably inserted into cavity (2 or 3) for the 
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purpose of illuminating a tool pivoted in a useable position (fig. 2, 5) and adapted to be 
pulled from and pushed back into the holder (23) for the purposes of replacing a spent 
lighting device for a working one (bulb or battery) and accommodating a lipstick holder 
(fig. 9) and thread spool holder (fig. 10) (col.2, lines 45-51). It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the tool set 
device of LIN to include the type of removable inserted flashlight as taught by MOSCH 
in order to illuminate the out-pivoted tools and to exchange the flashlight from the tool 
holder for another working flashlight or other objects that the user finds useful. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

12. Claims 2, 3 and 5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

1 3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: None of the prior art of record suggests: the three connecting axles being fixed 
at positions displaced from a center line of each protruding plate portion; said stopper 
axle being fixed between said two holder plates such that as any of said plurality of tools 
is swung out and abutted against said stopper axle and a center line of the tool that has 
been swung out is substantially aligned with the center line of said protruding plate 
portion; said illuminating device being disposed at the center of said holder portion and 
is supported rotatably in said holder portion. 
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Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. KAAS (US 1,187,842) shows a tool holder of two outside plates 
(b,b') connected to each other and containing tools pivoted about at least three axles (c, 
4 of them, one at each corner). CHEN (US 6,454,427) shows a positionable tool(s) in a 
holder that is illuminated by a hidden light source. VOIGHT (US 5,487,291) shows a 
case (22) of plural tools radially positioned, at least one tool (figs. 9 & 11) removable 
from the case with an illuminating device (28). HSIAO (US 6,092,444) shows a tool 
holder of pivoting tools including side plates (11) and a center stopper axle (174) that 
stops or maintains one position of each pivotal tool. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alan Cariaso whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2366. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ^-^ ^ 




October 1 , 2005 
AC 



